
 
 

Greetings to all of you! It’s true - time really does fly when you’re having fun! There has 
been a lot of activity in Christian Education this past month and we are working on plans 
for some fun activities this summer.  
 

The confirmation class wrapped up lessons on April 28 and then eight of our youth were confirmed on May 5. Thank you 
to everyone who helped with confirmation throughout the year. We covered a lot of material and, I hope, learned more 
about each other and our faith and developed relations to last a lifetime. What a blessing each of these families and 
mentors have been and are! 
 
UMYF had an event the evening of May 5, which was attended by nine of our youth. We all had a great time playing 
games and just visiting, while enjoying all of the wonderful food prepared by Jackie Vogelgesang - thank you! We are 
working on planning a couple of fun activities over the summer, possibly a lock-in or two for the different age groups. 
Stay tuned to the weekly insert, Facebook and postings at the church for more details. 
 
Youth Sunday school classes met for the last time this school year on May 12, Mother ’s Day. The kids gathered together 
for worship in the Chapel and then proceeded to have a last day of Sunday school party, complete with goodies and a 
craft for Mom. A great time was had by all. I just want to say thank you to the parents for brining your kids each week, 
to the teachers for all your help, and especially to all the kids for their participation. We are so blessed!  
 
Our teachers really are the heart of our education programs here at First UMC, and I am truly grateful to each and 
every one of them for their hard work and dedication. We could not have any programs without these awesome volun-
teers, and I so appreciate them! The Education Commission held a teacher appreciation dinner on May 15 to celebrate 
and thank them for all the ways they give of their time, talents and gifts. Thank you to Betty Chipman for preparing the 
meal, to Steve Younker for the yummy cheesecake, to Jackie Vogelgesang for helping to serve, and to everyone who 
came.  
 
Congratulations to our graduating seniors! We were happy to celebrate their accomplishments during Senior Recognition 
Sunday on May 19. Thank you to everyone for coming to support our graduating youth. I wish them all the best in the 
years to come! And don’t forget . . . we have adult Sunday school as well and hope you will stay involved with your church. 
There are so many opportunities! 
 
Finally, I am looking for youth who are interested in serving as acolytes. The lighting of the candles reminds us that Je-
sus is the light of the world and is with us during worship. Carrying the flame out of the Sanctuary after extinguishing 
the candles at the end of the service reminds us all to carry the light of Christ with us wherever we go. If you, or some-
one you know, is interested please let me know. This is a great way for the kids to be part of the service. 
 
That is all I have for now. I will post updates on Facebook and our website (www.firstunitedmethodistchurchmc.org) as 
plans are developed so be sure to check those sources. Do you have an activity in mind? Let me know. You can reach me 
at 641-423-4905 (church office) during my office hours, via email at lisa@masoncityfirstumc.org, or come and see me. I 
always love having visitors! 
 

Blessings to you all! 
Lisa Bailey 

Director of Christian Education 
 
P.S. There is still time to sign up for VBS. We need lots of help to make this event happen! 
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    Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
 

 
 
1 Sean Anthony, John Hubacher, Madison Nelson, Shirley Roush,  
  Gary & Carolyn Mott 
2 Sharon Koenigsfeld, Chloe Thompson, Chuck & Karla Bennett 
3 Kevin Bishop, Ryan Johnson, Ken Smith, Brent & Sherri Anderson, 
  Glenn & Susan Borcherding 
4  Nathan Frescaz, Troy Gobeli, Dennis Reidel, Mike & Jolene Butler, 
  Jane & Richard Goerdt, Jeff & Jennifer Michel 
5 Holly Byre, Donna Cline, Justin Moorman, Mackenzie Vorland,  
  Barry & Katherine Johnson, Don & Nina Pals 
6  Melinda Clough, Jim Craw, Chris & Jessica Clark, Doug & Kayla  
  Halfpap 
7 Casey Tidgewell, Ken & Sheila Bash 
8 Chris Andersen, Angela Harms, Katherine Johnson 
9 Andrew & Laura Oppermann 
10 Rob Clough, Marilyn Davison, Dale & Lynn Henaman 
11 Brent Anderson, Katie Wymore, Mark & Luanne Austin 
12 Sheryl Harringa, Tatiana McWilliams, Linda & Bruce Jensen 
13 Gloria Sherwood, Cheryl Tietjens, Spencer Vogelgesang 
14 Lana Eagen, Owen Hunt, Julene Seeger, Dick Squier, Aaron & 

Brooke Onder 
15 Linda Coddington, David & Carol Clayton, Zoe & John Hugo 
16 Katie Simmons 
17 Gary Allen Jr., Emily Bailey, John Strait, Don & Betty Chipman 
18 Justine Ackerman, David Clayton, Lucas Hannam, Rhonda Osvog, 
  Lynn & Barb Anderson, Megann & Blayne Brunsvold 
19 Aspen Jennings 
20 Linda Allen, Deb Calkins, Chris & Anita Andersen, Al & Dorothy 

Gossweiler 
21 Ralph Diercks, Johanna Hunt 
22 Brittany Diehl, Gary & Carole Hoffman 
23 Evan Craw, Tyler Strait 
24 Phyllis Murphy 
25 Linda Hunt, Charlotte Johnson, Andrew Oppermann 
26 Colin Halfpap, Sally Slocum, Joe & Yvonne DeGraw, Dick & Kay 

Leet 
27 Lance Kohler, Jaxson Miller, Stephen Paulsen, Becky Thoms, Bob 

& Gail Dahlquist, Michael & Melynda McKelvey, Missy & William 
Schaper 

28 Julie Ebeling, Gaye Kehm, Lindsey Meier, Brian Miller, David More-
house, Rhonda & Daryl Pyle 

29 Jason Miller 
30 Brenda Epsteen, Pete Koenigsfeld, Harriet Rust 

Healthy Living Clinic 2019 
(Formerly Senior Health Clinic) 

 

 

Cerro Gordo County residents age 55 and older are eligible to 
participate in the Healthy Living Clinic. There is no charge; 
however, contributions are encouraged in order to keep the 
clinic running. The clinic is an annual health screening 
and does not replace a physician’s care. To schedule an 
appointment, call 641-421-9316 or toll-free 1-888-264-2581 
ext. 9316. 
 

June 
5 Mason City The Manor, 4 3rd St NW 
10  Mason City The Manor, 4 3rd St NW  
12 Mason City M.C. Senior Center, 326 4th St NE 
17 Mason City First Presbyterian Church, 100 S Pierce Ave 
24 Clear Lake United Methodist Church, 508 2nd Ave N 

  
    Confirmation Class 2019  
                 “Jesus’ Gang” 
 

 
Congratulations to the following students who were con-
firmed on Sunday, May 5, 2019: 

 

Dylan Jay Bailey 
Brady Scott Eden 

Adan Caral Gutierrez 
Keira Marie McKelvey 
Mya Lynn McWilliams 

Joselyn Jason Miller 
Colton James O’Hern 
Nancy Jean Ostrander 

Senior Recognition 
 

We congratulate our 2019 high school seniors 
as they celebrate this special time in their lives. 
We pray for a bright and beautiful future for 
each of you. God bless you! 

 

Abigail Katherine Eden 
Anthony Christopher Frescaz 

Lane Brian Harris 
Megan Dawn Hollander 
Brandon Lee McKelvey 
Taylor Marie Pruisman 

*Jordon Raymond Roggeman 
Tyler Watermiller 

 

*We all pray for Jordon Roggeman as he continues his treat-
ment against cancer. Although Jordon’s official graduation is 
postponed due to his hospitalizations, we celebrate his ac-
complishments at this time along with his classmates.  
 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to 
shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift  up  his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace.”   

Numbers 6:24-26 (NRSV) 

 

MacNider Arts Festival 
Saturday, June 8 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Art Market is open 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Admission is free! 
Free Pancake Breakfast 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
More information may be found online at 

www.macniderart.org or by calling 421-3666. 
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Attendance 
 

 

4/7/2019 Saturday      13    4/21/2019 Saturday    17  
 Sunday             143     Sunrise Service       21  
 Radio                   9                  Sunday                226              
Total Worship              165    Radio                      9   
 Sunday School           Total Worship             273 
 Youth                 18    Sunday School                                  
 Teachers             13                Youth                   10  
 Adults                 15                   Teachers               13     
Total Sunday School       46            Adults                   12          
        Total Sunday School     35 
4/14/2019 Saturday    17     
 Sunday             167   4/28/2019 Saturday  16  
           Radio                 11            Sunday              117                          
Total Worship              195          Radio                  11 
 Sunday School      Total Worship           144 
 Youth     11     Sunday School 
 Teachers     15     Youth                 12 
 Adults     14     Teachers             12 
Total Sunday School     40     Adults                 12 
        Total Sunday School    36 

Weekly Financial Report 
General Fund 

 
       Sunday School & Cash        Missions     
 

 

4/7/2019                 $7,710.75                $1,110.00  
4/14/2019           4,439.00            30.00 
4/21/2019                 4,434.28                        0.00  
4/28/2019                 4,513.00                     743.00 
                              

Monthly average budget needed: $34,953.92 

“A Christian faith community to further God’s kingdom.” 

Mason City First UMC  
119 S Georgia Ave, Mason City, IA 50401 

Rev. Dan G. Fernandez 
 

 

Church Phone  641-423-4905 
 

Christian Admin. - Lori 8:00-4:30 Monday-Thursday 
       8:00-Noon Friday 
 Sunday Mornings 
 

Office - Brenda  8:00-4:30 Monday-Thursday 
                                     8:00-Noon Friday 
                                           

Christian Ed - Lisa          8:00-5:00 Tues-Thurs  
   8:00-Noon Friday  
 8:00-1:00 Sunday 
 

Mary Snell, Lay Visitation Minister 641-430-7805 
 
 

Website  www.firstunitedmethodistchurchmc.org 
 

Staff Emails pastordan@masoncityfirstumc.org 
  lori@masoncityfirstumc.org 
  brenda@masoncityfirstumc.org 
 lisa@masoncityfirstumc.org 
 troy@masoncityfirstumc.org 

2019 Radio Supports Making a Difference 
KCMR 97.9 FM, 11:30 a.m. Delayed Broadcast 

 
 

If you are interested in sponsoring a Sunday radio 
broadcast, please contact the church office. Cost to 
sponsor a Sunday is $80. 
 

May 26 - In celebration of granddaughter Allison’s 
commencement today & Papa’s 80th tomorrow.  

- Terry & Lana Eagen 
 

June 16 - United Methodist Women 
 

Available Dates:  6/2, 6/9, 6/23, 6/30 

                                                                      What Rain Reveals 
 

Unless you’re a pluviophile (someone who loves rain), a stretch of sunshine-free days can seem drab and dreary. To 
make South Korea’s long monsoon season more colorful, art students created murals on some Seoul sidewalks with 

hydrochromic paint. It’s invisible on dry surfaces, but as soon as water hits, vibrant images appear. Rain transforms gray pave-
ment into bright scenes of fish, whales and turtles. 
 
Life’s storms, whether literal or figurative, can dampen our enthusiasm and even challenge our faith. Yet adversity often re-
veals God’s true colors—and ours. No matter what clouds pass overhead, God remains perfect, loving and steadfast. And by 
praising God “rain or shine,” we, as his artwork, reveal that our Creator and his every brushstroke are trustworthy.   

              Wings of HOsPicE  
        Memorial & Butterfly Release 
                      Saturday, June 15 
                                        First UMC 

 

MercyOne North Iowa Hospice invites you to remember your loved one(s) or 
honor those living. Names of those you wish to remember and honor will be 
read at this event and listed in the program. (Note: publication of your loved 
one’s name in the program is not automatic and must be requested annually by 
contacting MercyOne North Iowa Hospice.) All are welcome to join in this spe-
cial event.  

 

Memorial Day Prayer 
 

We remember, O Lord, all those men and 
women who have made the supreme sacrifice 
for our country. Do not let us breathe the air of 

freedom or claim the right to justice or enjoy the privi-
lege of worship without remembering with great grati-
tude those who gave the last full measure of devotion - 
their very lives - for our benefit. May they now know the 
peace of eternity and the joy of your presence. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Please remember those experiencing health issues, job or fi-
nance concerns, our church, and our military and public safety 
personnel.  
 

Hospitalizations Since April 25, 2019 
Bill Seeger, Mark Boggess, Jon Lohrbach 

Paula Stittsworth (Mercy West Campus) 
Paula would love to have visitors and/or phone calls!   

Ernie Bills (Iowa City) 

Eileen Sheppard (Pastor Dan’s sister) 

Jordon Roggeman 
University of Minnesota Children’s Hospital Room C4130 

2450 Riverside Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

 
 

We ask for continued prayers for Warren Davison & family. 
 

Thank You 
Dear Church Members – I want to thank you for the beautiful 
Easter plant. I really am enjoying it. I have been a member of 
this church ever since it was built.               – Love, Elsie Musser 

 

Directory Updates 
 

Glenn & Susan Borcherding now reside at Homestead As-
sisted Living, 2501 W State St Apt 33, Mason City, IA 50401-
8918. 
 

Linda Pint’s new address is 804 15
th
 Pl NE, Mason City, IA 

50401-1308.  
 

Jane Young is now at Country Meadow Place, 17396 King-
bird Ave Apt 305, Mason City, IA 50401-9251.  

 

Sympathy  
 

Our condolences to Patti Schlutz and family on the death of 
Marvin Schlutz. Marvin passed away on Saturday, April 27, 
2019, at the I.O.O.F. Home. A memorial service was held on 
Saturday, May 11, 2019, at First UMC with Rev. Dan G. Fer-
nandez officiating.  
 

Our sympathy to the family & friends of Ervin Klouse, who 
passed away on Friday, May 3, 2019, at age 84. A funeral 
service was held on Thursday, May 9, 2019, at First United 
Methodist Church with Rev. Dan G. Fernandez officiating.  
 

Our sympathy to Jessielee Frieden and her family on the 
death of her brother, Charles “Chuck” Frieden. Chuck 
passed away on May 8, 2019, at age 71. Funeral service was 
held on Monday, May 13, 2019, at Illyria Community Church in 
Elgin, IA.  
 

Our condolences to Don & Marsha Kibsgaard on the death of 
Don’s brother, Alvin “Al” Kibsgaard. Al passed away on May 
9, 2019, at age 78. Funeral service was held on Wednesday, 
May 15, 2019, at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ames, IA.  
 

Our sympathy to the family of Dorothy Paul, who passed 
away on Tuesday, May 14, 2019, at age 89. Funeral service 
was held on Thursday, May 16, 2019, at Major Erickson Fu-
neral Home with Pastor Jeff Dahlin officiating.   

Upcoming Dates 
 

 

May 26 - Radio Broadcast Time Changes to 11:30 a.m. 
May 27 - Church Closed – Happy Memorial Day! 
May 28 - Brenda Out of Office 
               Pastor Dan Vacation 
               Pairs & Spares, 6:00 p.m. Village Court Restaurant  
May 29 - Pastor Dan Vacation 
June 1 - Private Reservation, 1:00-7:00 p.m. F.H. 
June 2 -  Communion, Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank 
June 6 -  UMW Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m. Room 25 
June 7 - Annual Conference Begins for Laity & Clergy  
June 8-11 -  Annual Conference 
June 8 - Private Reservation, 1:00-5:00 Fireside Rm/Class 
June 14 - Private Reservation, 9:00-3:00 F.H.  
June 15 - HOsPicE Butterfly Release at FUMC, 1:00 p.m.  
June 16 - Father’s Day 
                Committees Meeting w/ Potluck, 11:15 a.m. F.H. 
June 17 - Newsletter Deadline 
June 17-July 2 - Pastor Dan Vacation 
June 18 - UMW Sister Unit Meeting, 2:00 p.m. at Britt  
June 25 - Pairs & Spares, 6:00 Village Court Restaurant  
June 26 - Kentucky Ridge Worship Service, 3:30 p.m. 
June 27 - Newsletter Mailing 
June 28 - Wedding Rehearsal, 6:00 p.m.  
June 29 - Mitchell/Witt Wedding, 3:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
July 4 - Church Closed for Independence Day 
July 7 - Communion, Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank 
July 7-11 - VBS, 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
July 15 - Newsletter Deadline 
July 20-28 - ASP Trip 
July 21 - All Committees Mtg. w/ Potluck, 11:15 a.m. F.H. 
July 23 - Pairs & Spares, 6:00 p.m. Village Court Restaurant  
July 24 - Kentucky Ridge Worship Service, 3:30 p.m. 
July 25 - Newsletter Mailing 

 

Worship Services 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday – 10:00 a.m. 

 

Coffee Hour 
8:30-10:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Sunday School 
8:45-9:45 a.m.  

 

Radio Broadcast 
11:30 a.m.  

KCMR 97.9 FM 

Radio Listeners 
 

Please remember to let us 
know each Sunday that you 
join our worship service via 
the radio broadcast so we can 
count your attendance. 

 

Thank you! 
 

 

641-423-4905 
or  

brenda@masoncityfirstumc.org 

 

To share a prayer request, please call Anne Wallace at 
641-424-9255.  

Fun in the Sun 
 

Q: Why do people go to church in the summer?  
A: It’s prayer-conditioned!  
 

Q: Why was it so hot in the stadium after the game?  
A: All the fans left.  
 

Q: What do sheep have on sunny days?  
A: A baa-baa-cue! 



June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

*Sunday Activities 
8:30-11:30 Nursery      
        & Preschool 
8:30-10:00  

    Coffee Hour  
8:45 Sunday  
 School for Adults   
10:00 Worship  
11:30 Radio  
   Broadcast 97.9,     
   KCMR  

Reminder:  
 

All events are  
subject to change. 

Please refer to 
weekly bulletin 

insert for updates. 

    1 

 
 
 
 

1:00-7:00 Private  
Reservation,  
   Fellowship Hall  & 
   Kitchen 

5:00 Worship   
   Chapel 

2 
*Sunday Activities 
Communion 
Food Bank 

3 4 
 
 
 
1:00 Staff Meeting 
   Office Conf. Room 

5 6 
8:00 Bible Study 
    at Pies & More 

9:30 UMW Board  
Mtg., Room 25   

7 
Annual Conference  

Clergy & Laity  
Sessions 

8 
Annual Conference 

June 8-11 
 

 
 

1:00-5:00 Private 
Reservation,  
   Fireside Rm/Class 

 
5:00 Worship   
   Chapel 

9 
Annual Conference 

June 8-11 
*Sunday Activities 
9:15 Choir Ensem-
ble Rehearsal  

 

10 
Annual Conference 

June 8-11 

11 
Annual Conference 

June 8-11 

 
1:00 Staff Meeting 
   Office Conf. Room 

12 13 
8:00 Bible Study 
    at Pies & More 

No Ruth Circle 
No Sarah Circle 
9:30 Esther Circle 
   Upper Room  

14 
9:00-3:00 Private 
Reservation,  
   Fellowship Hall  

15 
 
 

1:00 Wings of  
HOsPicE Memorial 
& Butterfly  
Release, FUMC  

 
5:00 Worship   
   Chapel 

16 
*Sunday Activities 
Father’s Day 
Peace w/ Justice   
   Sunday 
11:15 All Commit-
tees Mtg. & Potluck 
   Fellowship Hall  

 

17 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

18 
 
 
10:00 Historical 
Mtg. Office Conf. Rm 

1:00 Staff Meeting 
   Office Conf. Room 

2:00 UMW Sister 
Unit Mtg., Britt  

19 
 
 

Serving Supper at  
Community Kitchen 

20 
 
 
8:00 Bible Study 
    at Pies & More 

21 
 
 
First Day of Summer 

22 
 
 

 
 
 
5:00 Worship   
   Chapel 

23 
 
 
*Sunday Activities 
9:15 Choir Ensem-
ble Rehearsal 

24 25 
 
 

Serving Supper at  
Community Kitchen 

8:00 Hospice 
   Fellowship Hall  

1:00 Staff Meeting 
   Office Conf. Room 

6:00 Pairs & 
Spares, Village Court 

26 
 
 

Serving Lunch at  
Community Kitchen 

 

 
 
3:30 Kentucky 
Ridge Service  

27 
 
 
8:00 Bible Study 
    at Pies & More 
 

Newsletter Mailing 

28 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6:00 Wedding  
   Rehearsal 

29 
 
 

 

3:30 Mitchell/Witt 
Wedding (Brent 
Hamilton officiating)    
   Sanctuary 
 

5:00 Worship   
   Chapel 

30 
 
 
*Sunday Activities 

July 1 2 
 
 

1:00 Staff Meeting 
   Office Conf. Room 

3 4 
Church Closed 

Happy  
Independence Day! 

5 6 
 
 

5:00 Worship   
   Chapel 

Pastor Dan Vacation 

Pastor Dan Vacation 

Pastor Dan Vacation 
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